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CHAPTER XXill,—Continued,

As be finally passed beyond the en
emy's plokets and  felt  wafe, hia
thoughts bogan to turn once more
towards Lyndhurst

He wondered whether the old ¢arksy
with his ennilmoving mule conld huve
arcived and dellvered the Mo
Worden  hnd so kindly con
cerning his fato,

note

written

If 50, how would she recolve 1t?

Colonel John wanted to e magnnt
Imoun, but he was deoply Interosted
here, and he never In hits e winbes
s0 much for anything as o thanee to
witness whit ocourred when that note
was dollverod

It wonld possibly, settle some 1t
matters In hin mind, which were I
ginnlng to worry him

And thinking thus, he renched the

gate that onened Into
grounds of Lyndbuarat
Then the honse

the spacious

loomed up

Lizghia could still be seen about the
house, though the hour was close on
1o midnight

He wondered st thie, for they re

tired carly nn & usonl thing

Upon entering the house John felt
a devp mntlsfaetion over hig R
Shmehow he associnte N
with Mollle—why not, when she was
the prime cavse of his adventure?

He advanced to the library: o voles
fell upon his ears, a volee thnt was
peeuliar, and which he knew belonged
to the odd genlus of a darky whe had
driven the mule by menns of which
Worden conducted hip prisoner of war
to the shell-wroeked house

The

seemed Lo

npecial  courler had  arrived
ahead of him
Colonel John halted Just beyond the
door. A mirror in the hall reflectad
the iIntorlor of the lbrary, and he
could see that Mollle wan alone with
Worden's moessepnger, who wus fum
bling In the pockets of his  rageed

Rrmy oot

“I done speck 1 loxt 'Im migsy, De

mujah bhe akin 418 darky alibe I dat
be troe.. 1'd Jost a8 soon be dot Yank
wif do rope round hix poek ns dls ole
coon. Dar'a on'y one last ehanee dat

T put it In de Unin' ob my hnt. Shore

XS INTY

it the door und steained his
to eatelh what she aaid
He snw her press a small kerchief

to her eyes—she was wooplng for him

haring

Ye gods! how 1t thellled John Ridge
witvy—he hnd never beTare felt the In-
finence of the divine spark, and as In
nataral, when o man reaches the age
of thirty wihthout having given nny
time to love mattern, then the shock |
when It comes has  an  lrresistible
I'::""

Then her frame soomed shiken with
cmotlon, and the tears could e weon
gitstening In her eyes as she turned
mn II\" Hne T

o vo roslly bolleve they—hung
Wi, Pomp? she asked, with & tremor
In her vo'ler

T spetks dey dhd, missy D wns
y ook op de majab’s face dat mean
Lotaw bppy v 1 done reckons him  poos

11 ] td shinnh

The contemptible wreteh, to thind
the wny 1o a woman's heart Is over

i bty of her husband—for he was
neh to me by luw, even If | did say
I hated him Poor John! 1 did not
linow— prejudies bllnded me.  As for
Baxll Warden, | shall never spenk to
Wi nenln He his erented an nbvan
wetweon s that will lHyve forever, and
cannotl e brideed., Oh! John, why 18
you come to arouse those strangs feel
ings In my h t! 1 thought 1 was
devoted body and soul to the cause,
but now 1 feel gtrange doubts arising
Wo are losing the game—perhnps his
slde s the right one aftor all"™

Bhe seetned to sadly muse, and the
unkeen witness was wondering how he
eonld dlgclose hig presence without
giving ber too great o shoek, when

suddenly ghe looked divectly at him
He advanced
Her palior gave blush
she oven looked glad for n momant,
thongh quickly allowing o shade of
anger to sweop over Ner fiee

wny to 4 rosy

“So, you are slive after all—wns
this & trick om your part to uunmask
my feelings? It wonld be contempitd
ple If true”™ ahe fAanhed

“What you saoy i quite just An It
happens I have just quenped from your
felonds, lenving them In the old house

with gome wounds to eare for and an

nough, de kentry am sabed agin,'
he triumphantly dragged forth
misslve
CHTe,

“Is this for me?"
Ing It.

“He done sald so, missy.”

*Who giave It to vou?" unfolding it

“De majauh wid de curly mustache
and de fleree eyes wat make a trom
ble come up from old Pomp's shoes."™

the

she asked, recely.

Her eyes were fxed upon the page
Colonel John moved a step nearer,
and, unobrerved by elther, stood in the
doorway, his gaze fastened upon the
face of the Southern girl, his wife by
the fortune of war. It was as though
he expectsd to read his fate there

Over her usually composed features
there shot a sudden look of alarm, of

aven horvor, ns she read Worden's
mespaEgo
“Can it be possiblo they have done

this tervible "thiog? Why. | saw him
bhere only o few bours ngo, alive and
waell Al eleven—<It |s now hall past
And Worden has dono this—he ex:
pects o win my esteem by such an

ne Colonel John was an, enemy to
my country, but an honorable faos To
me he was o friend. ©Oh! | capnot
believe thin—It Is & drenm. He eoans

pot be dead—that would be too eruel
I have weon n cousin and a bmother
g0 Lo batile pnever to return, and pow
thi ARG fale overtiukes il s—
friond

She suddenly caught the darky's
arm

“Pomp, were you present when this
territleo thing was done—answeor me™

“Deed an’ [ wasn't, miasy, but dey
had de rope all ready. an' de Yanken

ofilfer ho atmoke um cigar jest as cool
as o cucumber” returtned the ebony
moessenger, showing his ivories

8he wrung her hands o distreas

“It Ie 100 lato then Ho has before
now sufered the extreme ponnlty of
the court-martinl, If 1 had only known
of It In time | would have aved him
even as he di0 me from the burning
house. Oh! I shall nover forgel the
cliap of his sirong arm as he bore me
out of the N | awoke then to n

knowledge of (e fact that 1 po longer

hated him as formerly
Bweot worde to the

man who stood

and | empty nooge on tholr hands.

that hud been Intrusted to his |

Hence,

you see | don't merit your sarcasm.”
She looked Into his face eagerly as

If deslrous of reading the truth.
“Can It be possible—you would not

docelve moe™

“Why should 17 Boe, my slx-rhoo
or I8 emply—upon my wrists notice
the marks whore the ecord eut Into
my flewh, snd hore we have the burn

that inevitably followed when 1 ap
plied the fire of my clgar o my bonds
nt the lnst minnte, To clinch the miut
ter you have the major's messagn, "
"I true, 1oam gliad you escaped,

Juhn Ridgeway,” averting hor eyop

“Is that all, Mollle? advancing on
other step

"Why, what more oan I say?” trem
bling

He pleked up ber kerchiof,

“This In molst—1 saw you ory
tears shod for me! Ah, Mollie, 1 dare
not may more—that oath prey
making advancos--thoy must oom

from you
oLy
livee
Bhé suddenly held oul her
“How oan | help i

[ pray you lot oo falee mwod
stand In the way to

wreok our

hand

lohn Ridgewav?®

| bate you no longer,. We nre (rlonds
yios, you may even hape. Lat moe go
now, please Good night, John.'

CHAPTER XXIV,

War In the Mountain Pasces.
Though wtrongly templed (o
her In his wrms John forbars
wins Just as well, for Mol
yet renllzed that ahe loved
man whom a strange
her husband
He maueczed

his eyoes

take
and It

had not
him, this
fate hand made
the Httle hand, while
eloguently declared the burn
Ing language hig dumb llps dared not

| beon ordered Lo join the

She and Colonel John, lef
paced up Aud
hoar wrapped In
from the smile
hud plons

WAR gone
tone In the Hbrary,
down for half an
thomeht, and judging
upon his face, e omst have
unt coglintlouns
Thek he went ont to give more
1 ders 10 the nis
Ing nn Mea that the

pos
n on guard, hay
venomons Major

Worden might make still another at
tempt to unhorse him

Morning came without forther ad
venture, and with It a sudden order

from headguarters ealllng for Colonel

John's presenee

He was not even glven a chanee to
ate Mollle again, but looking back as
he galloped down the avenue he RAW
n fMuttering white kerehief hald in &
hand that protruded from the shut
ters of her room. and ralsed his eap

In anuwor

Reuching Sherman's quarters, he re
eelved Instructions to get his com:
mand In readiness for Immedinte Ao
thon

Already a reliof detachment had
gone forward to nssume the guardinn
ship of Lyndhurst, and John would
thus have nll that was left of his coms
mnnd

Upon leaving Atlanta thelr conrse

" nlrtont Alirieet Ly northwest,

through the mered deflleos of the groal

chain of mountaine that guards the
horder line beiween the three states,
Goeorgin, Alnbamn and Tennensee,

Few knew whither they were go
Ing

Sherman kept his secret well

Among  the ofleers, however, the
fmetn were kKnown

In his march from Chattanooga to
Atlanin the Federnl general bad been
compellod to Aght almost every foot
of the way

To weeomplish thin, Indecd, o re
main even at Atlanta for months It
winn necessary that his lne of com:
munleation with Chatianoogn remain
it et

Of conrse, once Atlanta fell, the Con
federates =aw the chance to reduce
thelr vietorlous epemy, and for the
time thelr energlos were devoted to

the task of cutling of Lis line of com-
munleatlons
If this  eould ba Bherman
would bo In a serlons condition Indeed
There promised to b some lvely
tHmes on the scenes of former desper-
e bultles
Calonel

his reglment had
column about
to move back to the rellef of the irave
general who hnd beon left among the
mountaine of Georgln to guard Al
toonn Pass, a point of lmmense value
to Sherman In hoeping up communk
entlong with his base of supplies st
Chattanoogn

Messages had been recelved from
General Corse, messagoes that old of
overwhelming foes apgulnit which he
and his ittle command were holding
out with a bravery born of despera-
tion.

So abrupt was thelr departure, ow-
Ing to the pneed of haste, that Calonel
John was not given a ohanee to have
another Interview with the girl whom
tha fortune of war had made his wife,

He sent her o messgnge, howoever,
Just lenving the elty,

The march was one of haste

Should Altoona Pass be tnken by
the enemy, much of Sherman's hard
work must bhe done over aguln

That moeant desperante fighting,
elimbing the granitefaced hills n the
midst of n doadly fire, of awful hand
to-hand Aghts—all this and more if
brave Corse hnd been compelled to
surrendoer before Shorman arrived to
sucecor him,

John and

s they were

There were nol many obstacles It
the way
(To be continued.)
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